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Prologue
Hockey in its simplest form has been around for thousands of years. There are, of
course, different reports on the origins of hockey. Ancient Greeks and Egyptians
are said to have played a form of hockey from as long as 4000 to 2000 years ago.
Manifestations of the sport were played in Europe from the Middle Ages. The first
definite references to hockey being played in England date from around the 1300s:
a stained-glass window in Gloucester Cathedral from 1360 depicts hockey players.
The game of hockey that we recognise today formed out of the ‘sporting revolution’, which occurred in the United Kingdom in the nineteenth century, driven by
the development of organised sport in British public schools, out of which rugby
and football also emerged.1 The development of national sporting bodies arose
from old boys wanting to continue playing once they left school. The standard
rules of hockey that we know today were written down in 1886 at a meeting in
London.

Hockey spread quickly around New
Zealand with clubs popping up in
most regions by the end of the nineteenth century. Hockey, compared to
football, rugby and netball, was popular because of the ease of access to
the sport for both men and women.6
This trait has continued to serve
hockey well today as there are relatively equal opportunities for men
and women to participate compared
to other sports that were introduced
to New Zealand at a similar time.

“Seven London clubs and Trinity College Cambridge agreed on a common set
of rules and established the Hockey Association. The fundamental elements
of the game today: that the Hockey pitch should be 100 yards long by 55 to 60
yards wide, that each team would be comprised of 11 players, that the ball was
to be played with one side of the stick only, that it was not permitted to ‘kick,
shove, trip or obstruct’, that goals could only be scored from shots at goal
within a circle with a 15 metre radius (later amended to 16 metres in 1950 for
men’s hockey and in 1968 for women), that the goalkeeper could only kick the
ball from within his or her own circle, were agreed upon at this meeting. Men’s
hockey flourished and spread throughout Great Britain.”
Hockey subsequently spread to mainland Europe near the turn of the century, with
its introduction to France in 1897 and Germany in 1899.2
Modern hockey arrived much more quickly to New Zealand than it did to continental Europe, spreading rapidly through the British Empire via settlers and colonial officials. The Evening Star reported in 1876 that weekly Saturday afternoon
hockey matches were being played at Montecillo in Dunedin.3 The games were
introduced around the middle of the year and were organised by the Hockey Club.
Some teams were organised and playing just north of Auckland in 1888 but no
written records of this remain.4 Records indicate that men’s and women’s hockey
clubs were founded in 1895 at Kaiapoi, with ‘Reverend H.H. Mathias [who] grew
up in Christchurch and went to Christ’s College before leaving to study at Oxford
in Britain where he learned the game of hockey. He was then posted to Kaiapoi in
1891.’5
4

Ladies Hockey match, Auckland, Easter 1907. 1/2-112403-F,
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington.

Māori and Hockey

The interviews were largely informal
and conversational in approach, with
Māori have a long history with hockey in the aim being to find out what the inNew Zealand and were quick to take up terviewee knew about the subject and
hockey around the country as soon as it to also record the history of their engagement with hockey as well as the
was introduced.
establishment of the New Zealand Māori
Hockey Association.8
It has been anecdotally reported that
Māori had their own version of hockey
in pre-European times.7 Similarities can I would like to take this opportunity
to acknowledge and thank the people
perhaps be drawn to the use of taiaha
who have helped me with this project.
and hockey sticks, and the ancient parI would like to thank Scott Woolf, who
allels there. It is no surprise then that
did a lot of the heavy lifting with findMāori embraced this new sport with
ing contacts within the Māori hockey
open arms, as it comprised a unique
mix of athleticism and coordination that community and getting the support of
other sports did not, and as a team sport the New Zealand Māori Hockey Associappealed to Māori, in the same way that ation. Thank you to Margaret Kay and
Shelley Hiha, who took time out of their
rugby did.
very busy lives to tell me about their
and their family’s involvement in Māori
This report traces the chronological
Hockey. I would like to thank my own
path of Māori involvement with hockey
family for their support, and my mother
from the 1930s to the present. It explores several themes such as family ties in particular for the initial idea to research Māori Hockey.
and the simple fact that to Māori communities, hockey is more than a game.
It adds to a healthy literature on Māori
involvement in sports such as rugby,
tennis, touch, golf, and netball and,
because not a lot has been written on
Māori hockey, this project builds upon
the work of Geoff Watson, who has
researched the story of hockey in New
Zealand.

In undertaking the research for this
report I have drawn upon a range of
sources, particularly newspaper reports
available on Papers Past. I also reached
out to my contacts involved in Māori
hockey to find people who would be
knowledgeable, with much of the information collected through interviews
with people who had long family histories entwined with Māori hockey.
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Finally, I would like to thank Lachy Paterson and Angela Wanhalla for providing me with the opportunity to research
this topic, which is close to my heart,
and for the constant support.

Early Beginnings

that encapsulated the iwi dynamic, with
its name and colours given by the Ngāti
Toa kaumātua. The teams were made up
Initial Māori participation in hockey
of sisters, cousins, mothers and aunties;
seems to have started between the turn
the management and trainers were all
of the twentieth century and the First
the brothers, cousins, fathers and unWorld War. Māori church boarding
cles. Despite the financial difficulties in
schools introduced many girls to the
sport who appear to have then taken the the founding years of the club due to
the Great Depression, uniforms were
sport back to their whānau around the
made, and fundraising events were held
country. Hukarere and St Joseph’s in
Napier and Queen Victoria in Auckland to cover transport costs and registration.
Saturday matches were a tribal affair,
are known to have fielded prominent
with players and supporters piling into a
teams in those times.9
truck for the trip to Wellington to play.11
Information about Māori involvement
with hockey is rather scarce over the
next ten or so years. In the 1930s, however, a wave of new developments took
place for Māori sport, especially golf
and tennis, through the efforts of Ngāti
Porou statesman Sir Āpirana Ngata, the
MP for the Eastern Māori electorate.
Hockey was no different. Ngata promoted Māori sport, and he advocated for the
development of intertribal competitions
and tournaments.

Events like this were commonplace
around the country at the time. Teams
were made up of many generations of
a wider family. Playing in leagues that
were predominantly European meant
that showing Māori culture was not
commonplace. This was partly because
of the era of the time, where Māori culture in general was not widely accepted,
and speaking te reo Māori was punished
in schools.

Sir Āpirana Ngata was very influential
in the founding of the Tairawhiti Māori
Hockey Federation.12 In the interwar
years, he sought to develop opportunities for Māori to get together to foster
intertribal relations and strengthen the
connections amongst Māori, and sport
was an essential part of this.13 The Federation organised numerous Māori-specific sporting occasions. For instance,
The Ngāti Toa Rangatira Women’s Hock- they started an annual Māori hockey
tournament on the East Coast of the
ey Club is a real success story in Māori
North Island. The first tournament was
sports organisation. They were the first
held in 1929 at Ōpoutama and was for
hockey club established in the Porirua
14
area, competing in the Wellington com- women’s teams only. The success of
petition from 1930, the year they formed. this tournament led to a men’s draw being added the following year. This tourThey played their home matches at
nament grew quickly and by 1936, about
Takapūwāhia marae. This was a club
The Raukawa Shield, contested by
teams from Ngāti Raukawa, Ngāti Toa
and Te Āti Awa and sometimes other
iwi from the Wellington region, was one
of the intertribal competitions that was
instigated.10 By the 1950s and 1960s, only
Ngāti Raukawa and Ngāti Toa competed
for it, with one shield match scheduled
annually.
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Hockey team, Rotorua, PH-1997-2-113.
Auckland War Memorial Museum.

120 men’s and women’s teams from all over the North Island were traveling to and
competing at Waitara.15 It was a very special occasion for all involved because it was
about more than just hockey.
There were of course the main trophies for winning each division but there were
also trophies for a separate haka competition that was held alongside the hockey.
The women’s hockey teams competed for the Lady Ngata Memorial Gold Cup and
the men competed for the Taranaki Te Ua Memorial Shield.16

Māori versus the World

However, in 1947 a partition between
India and Pakistan occurred; the holders at the time, Punjab, were split in the
partition. The shield was therefore kept
in Lahore on the Pakistan side of the
border, where it has remained. It is unfortunately not known where the shield
is now.

The strength of Māori hockey in the
1930s is reflected in the fact that international touring teams competed
against them.
In 1935, an All-India team that included
one of the greatest ever hockey players,
Dhyanchand, toured New Zealand. The
Tairawhiti Māori Hockey Federation
organised a match between the Indians
and a selection of Māori players. The
game was scheduled for the end of the
tour on the 24th of July in Rotorua.

A Māori Hockey Federation?
A movement to form a New Zealand
Māori Hockey Federation, directly affiliated to the New Zealand Hockey Association, began in mid-1935.

The all-Māori team list is as follows:
Goal. M. Ruru (Mangatu); Fullbacks. R.
Pomana (Y.M.P), M. Tareahu (Hawkes
Bay); Halves. T. Amai (Bay of Plenty), J.
Erueti (Hawkes Bay), and R. Halbert
(Y.M.P); Forwards. W. McKay (Hawkes
Bay), T. Haerewa (Porourangi, East
Coast), C. Pere (Takitimu), S. Moeau
(Y.M.P), and M. Mangakahia (Wairoa).17
The Indians won the match 11-1. It
should be noted that this was the average score over all the games the Indians
played. During their time in New Zealand, the Indian team scored 318 goals
and conceded only 22 in the 28 games
they played.18

Champion Māori Hockey Teams, Auckland Weekly News, 15 July 1936,
AWNS-19360715-44-5, Auckland Libraries Heritage Collection.
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After the match the Indian team management were presented with a beautifully carved shield by the Tairawhiti
Māori Hockey Federation to be used
how the Indian Hockey Federation saw
fit. After the conclusion of the tour, the
shield was taken to India and presented
to the Indian Hockey Federation and
was used as the national championship
prize from that year on.19
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Again, Sir Āpirana Ngata was enormously influential in this movement.
He sponsored the proposal and talked
at length about the benefit the annual
East Coast tournaments had to Māori
by bringing together a large amount
of people. He said that in this respect,
“hockey had proved of greater benefit
than any other sport”.20
At that time the Tairawhiti Federation
was affiliated to Poverty Bay Hockey
Association. Affiliation with the New
Zealand Hockey Association meant that
the scope of the tournaments could be
bigger and a national Māori movement
could occur.
Unfortunately, the Tairawhiti Hockey
Federation’s request to affiliate to the
New Zealand Hockey Association was
not approved by the national association.

Hockey in the 1940s

Māori played a strong role in keeping
hockey going during the war on the East
Coast, and the efforts of Māori clubs
Hockey continued around the country
during the 1940s. Like all sports, hockey were praised post-war by the Poverty
Bay Hockey Association. At an end of
did suffer from the effects of the Secseason function in 1945, Mr. H. K. Swan
ond World War in the form of a decrease in available players and rationing acknowledged the contributions of
of essentials like petrol affected compe- Māori people as players and supporters
titions. Competitions continued regard- for their role in keeping their favourite
less. Mr. Louis Cooper said “Hockey will sport in good health, women in particular. That year the Y.M.P. team had won
carry on during the coming season” at
the women’s championship.25 As Mr
the 1941 annual meeting of the Poverty
Swan’s comments highlight, women’s
Bay Hockey Association. He added that
even though difficulties lay ahead due to participation ensured the survival of
the war effort, the association was com- Māori hockey in the war years, while the
absence of men for war service also cremitted to seeing the season through.21
ated a space in which women’s hockey
Sentiments such as this were echoed
could flourish.
around the country.
By the late 1940s, associations were revived and tournaments reinstated. For
instance, in the Bay of Plenty, hockey’s
popularity among Māori surged after the
war, with new clubs formed, and requests to affiliate to the Whakatāne Association.26 In 1949, the Tairawhiti Māori
Hockey Federation was reformed at a
well-attended meeting chaired by Āpirana Ngata and with representatives from
the Hawkes Bay, East Coast, Ōpōtiki and
Ruatoki present.27 The Kerekere Cup
There was also close association between hockey and the Māori War Effort was competed for throughout the 1940s.
Formed in 1940, the Y.M.P. hockey club
Association (MWEO), established in
participated in competitions throughout
1942 to manage recruitment of Māori
the decade. The annual match between
into the forces and into essential incountry and town hockey teams, both
dustry. Members of the MWEO tribal
featuring Māori women, also continued
committees, like Gisborne’s Wiremu
in Poverty Bay. At the dinner after the
Tamihana, were prominent in Māori
hockey, and in Māori cultural and polit- 1944 match, it was reported that Mr M.
Smiler spoke of how wartime hockey
ical circles.23 Henare Ruru, chair of the
“laid a heavy burden on country supTairawhiti Māori Hockey Federation,
porters but that they had carried on in
was a respected and prominent civic
leader in Gisborne, a noted orator, and a the hope that the near future would see
a better condition of affairs.”28
close associate of Āpirana Ngata.24
Hockey tournaments were also carried
out during the war years. Often, they
were held to fundraise for the war effort
or simply were an opportunity to blow
off steam. One such tournament was
held in June 1941 in Gisborne. This was
an open tournament for all teams but
Māori teams from Waituhi and Mahaki
performed very well, winning the men’s
and women’s sections respectively.22
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Declining Participation Rates
Māori participation in hockey declined
over the next few decades. It lost players to other sports, with netball a huge
benefactor. They had their own Māori
tournaments and the bonus of provincial games being shown increasingly on
television from the 1970s.29
The decline in numbers playing hockey
was not limited to Māori only, but was
felt in the general population as well.30

Margaret was very passionate about
people being active. A former physical
education teacher, she was very passionate about growing Māori involvement in
hockey again. Importantly, she succeeded to getting the support of SmokeFree
New Zealand to help fund Māori hockey.
Shelley says that Māori hockey gained
SmokeFree New Zealand a significant
amount of early exposure and credibility.

Margaret also developed Māori specific
hockey coaching courses that had the
backing of Hockey New Zealand. They
Margaret Hiha noted this decline and
were New Zealand Hockey accredited
wanted to reverse the trend. Shelley
Level One coaching courses. She impleHiha’s mother regularly visited schools
mented these courses with the support
in an effort to reintroduce hockey. She
describes her mother going into Ruama- of many people, notably her daughter
Shelley, all around the country. Shelley
ta in Rotorua and handing out hockey
says that they were very effective, and
sticks, saying to the girls, “Oh you’re
they were hopeful that they would grow
much too short to play netball, play
hockey. It’s a great game for families and but the New Zealand Māori Hockey Association took a slightly different directhings”.31
tion.32

Image over the page.
Māori Sports Tournament, Owae Marae,
Waitara, 1948. B.012914,
Te Papa Collections, Wellington.
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Development of the National
Māori Tournament

rural regions or in locations outside
the main centres of Auckland and Canterbury, it was harder for them to be
picked up playing in the smaller compeThe first National Māori Hockey Tourtitions. National selectors were invited
nament took place in 1992. The tourto attend the tournament and see what
nament is held each year over Labour
Māori players could do when they were
Weekend, in a location that changes.33
simply having fun and playing in a fulThere are eight rohe (districts) that conly supportive environment shaped by
test the tournament. The districts are
whanaungatanga. A key aim was to highbased on Māori Land Court boundaries.
light the talent that is so often missed
They are: Taitokerau; Tāmaki Makaurau;
by regular selectors. It was planned that
Waikato-Maniapoto; Tairāwhiti; Waiariki;
New Zealand Māori Hockey could pass
Takitimu; Aotea; Te Waipounamu.34 To be
on names to New Zealand Hockey that
eligible to play for one of the regions in
it thought deserved to be included in
the National Māori Hockey Tournament,
upcoming squads or camps.38
players must have verified their whakapapa with their iwi kaumātua.35 This is
Importantly, the tournament provided
different to previous regional tournaan opportunity for Māori to stand up
ments where a relationship to someone
and be counted as Māori. Since 1992, it
who had whakapapa, such as by marhas been an opportunity for countless
riage, was all that was required.36
players to learn about who they are, and
where they come from. For many playThe 1992 tournament was the biggest
ers and their families, it has been an
development in Māori Hockey in deentry point back into Māori culture and
cades. A major influence was Margaret
society after having lost touch. The tourHiha, also known as the ‘mother’ of
nament provided a chance for people
Māori hockey. Margaret’s family has a
to develop as a Māori person as well as
long history of involvement in hockey.
improving their hockey skills and having
Margaret herself was a New Zealand levfun.39
el player and eventually coach and she
wanted to see other Māori follow suit.
The tournament is unique in many
She first got involved in Māori hockey
ways, from the relaxed atmosphere at
through the Gisborne Tournament.
the grounds that allows players to play
to their full potential, to the vocal supMargaret’s vision for the National Māori
port from the side-lines, to the cultural
Hockey Tournament was for it would
significance that underlies everything.
be another possible pathway for up and
On the surface this is a standard hockey
coming Māori players to get into New
tournament. There is pool play, semi-fiZealand representative hockey. Marnals and finals. People want to win, but
garet wanted a tournament that was
they want to win with flair and enjoy
at the highest level and that could be
themselves. It is one of the best enviused to nurture and develop players
ronments to nurture young developing
that often, for out of hockey reasons,
talent because of that. Each team is
get looked over for higher honours.37
usually made up of a very wide variety
Because Māori players often lived in
16

of players. From those in their prime, to those just starting and those moving out of
those phases. Each team has such a wealth of experience that young players absorb
quickly. Young players get to play with these experienced players much earlier in
their career than they might normally in their clubs. Everyone is generally allowed
to find what works best for them without the pressure of not making mistakes.40

Margaret Hiha receives the Insignia of a Member of the New Zealand Order of Merit for
services to sport from the Governor-General, 3 September 2009.
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Higher Honours
The creation of National Māori Hockey Tournament allowed the best Māori
hockey players in New Zealand to showcase their skills and was an opportunity
to select National Māori teams.41 These
teams often play some serious international opposition when they were touring New Zealand. Some highlights of
those matches involved women’s games
against the Malaysian and Argentinian
national sides, and men’s games against
Singapore, Malaysia, Japan and Great
Britain in the 1990s and early 2000s.42
More recently the national Māori sides
have played in the Oceania Pacific Cup
Hockey Tournament in Fiji, in the Affiliates Tournament in Napier and Hastings and in series against the touring
Australian Country sides. The Te Waka o
Te Wheke trophy is competed for when
these two sides play.43
Many of those players involved in the
New Zealand Māori teams have gone
on to play for the national men’s and
women’s Blackstick’s sides. Bevan Hari,
Dave Kosoof, Leo Mitai-Wells, Aniwaka Roberts, Lizzy and Connie Igasan,
Kayla Whitelock, Caryn Paewai, Niniwa
Roberts, Shaun Barnett, Charlotte Harrison, Gemma McCaw, Joel Baker, Piki
Hamohona, Tara Drysdale, Troy Hari,
Moira Senior, Brett Leaver, Samantha
Harrison, Matthew Stafford, Krystal Forgesson, Katie Glynn, Jessica Brewster,
and Anita Wawatai are just some of the
talent that has been fostered.
There are also New Zealand Māori Under 21 sides that are selected after each
tournament. These teams have played
against the Queensland Secondary
Schools side each September as they
18

tour New Zealand. These fixtures have
been played since 2003.44 They are always a season highlight for everyone
involved, usually involving a couple days
staying on a marae beforehand, to train
and learn about Māori culture. For many
players, this is their first time staying on
a marae and learning traditional Māori
practices, like saying a karakia before
meals. Much like the National Māori
Tournament, these fixtures are just as
much about cultural growth as developing hockey talent. The men’s side, for
instance, learn a haka to perform before games. After the first game of the
weekend, the Queensland sides come
to the marae where they share a hāngī
and both teams engage in a cultural
exchange.

Resurgence of the National
Māori Hockey Tournament

aware of this and they always look to set
the tone for the weekend with a strong
pōwhiri.
Haka before games are becoming more
common in recent tournaments too.
More rohe have the capability now and
it is constantly being encouraged to
develop further. The Sunday night of
the Tournament is the Pō whakangahau
evening, where each rohe performs a
kapa haka bracket. Like the rest of the
cultural side of the tournament, these

routines are improving each year. For
some first timers to the tournament, this
can be the first exposure to kapa haka
performed by adults and it is certainly
impressive. Waiariki and Tairāwhiti, are
known for always giving a strong performance.
Scott Woolf, who is one of the lead organisers for the Waikato-Maniapoto
rohe, and former CEO of New Zealand
Māori Hockey said that the tournament
was about47

“making sure that our players always understand that this is not just about hockey. I
have had so many comments right from day one from really good players who have
turned up to play and don’t have any connection with anything Māori apart from their
bloodline. Their first day of tournament is their first real exposure, outside of maybe
a school haka or something like that, where they feel they’re part of something much
bigger. They then want to learn more about their history and their Māori heritage.

The National Māori Hockey Tournament
has had natural ebbs and flows since the
first tournament was held in 1992.45 The
quality of the tournament and the teams
participating has become stronger over
the years.46 The tournament has a couple
unique struggles. One is that it usually
falls in the middle of university exams
around the country, so the players in
that category often struggle to attend.
This reduces the quality of the tournament and the variety of players attending.

You can walk through everyday society – depending on where you live in New Zealand – and you can be completely oblivious to the fact that we live with Māori culture
in New Zealand. In some areas, Māori culture is very strong. However, urban New
Zealand in the larger centres, Māori identity can be lost.

From its beginning, the cultural side of
the tournament has always been integral
and has been viewed as of equal importance to the hockey. For many players,
the National Māori Hockey tournament
is the first time they experience Māori
culture being alive and not an abstract
idea through school. The organisers are

I’ll walk away from a Māori hockey tournament and go ‘how cool was that?’ There’s
a lot of hockey played and some cool highlights from each tournament, but the things
I remember for a long time are the things that happen usually away from the hockey
field.”

I have players come to tournament who have a new appreciation for their Māori
heritage and want to find out more. That has happened right throughout my time in
Māori hockey. It is really cool to see. I find that stuff more important than the hockey side of things. It’s people touching base with who they are, where they come from
and what it all means.
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That is what makes the Māori Tournament so special and keeps people
coming back now for generations: the
uniqueness of the tournament culture
and the whanaungatanga.

ant that awareness of Māori hockey is
increased. There is a lot of information
and history stored in the minds of Māori
players, past and present. It is important
now that a collective effort is made to
record these histories before they are
indeed forgotten and lost. For instance,
the story of the shield that was presentConclusion
ed to the touring Indian side in 1935 is
captivating. It was used as the nationMāori and hockey have a long history
together in New Zealand. It has a history al trophy in India until their Partition
with Pakistan whence it was lost. Its
as interesting as that of rugby, netball
and tennis. One of Māori hockey’s most current whereabouts ought to be undistinctive characteristics is it is whānau earthed. It would be very beneficial for
Te Kaunihera Haupoi O Aotearoa (NZ
orientated. Māori involvement in sport
Māori Hockey Council) and the wider
always requires wider family input.
Māori hockey has been family orientated Māori hockey community and respective organisations to have accurate and
from the beginning. Hockey is a particup-to-date histories. It would add to the
ularly exceptional sport because both
prestige of the National Māori Hockey
men and women could play, sometimes
Tournament and possibly encourage
together. It thus allowed all the family
wider participation if the rich history of
to be members of the sports clubs, to
Māori hockey was better known. This is
participate together and support each
starting to happen slowly.
other. This was the case, not only for
specifically Māori teams, but all teams
The future of Māori hockey is bright,
with Māori whānau involved in them.
with the recent tournaments all being
Moreover, hockey has played an import- well organised with strong teams parant role in cultural maintenance, which ticipating in both the tāne and wāhine
draws. The children of players in the
was fostered by Āpirana Ngata in the
early National Tournaments are starting
1930s and 1940s. Family and culture are
to come into the age where they are takboth essential dimensions of the Māori
ing a centre role on the field; something
hockey story. Indeed, many families
that is very special for all involved. The
have participated in hockey for generTournament is becoming better known
ations, like the Hiha whānau, and Maramongst hockey circles in New Zealand
garet Kay’s whānau from the far north.
It is largely due to their dedication that and it is more mainstream to attend.
Māori hockey has thrived and continues The 2019 tournament was held in Gisborne for the first time since 1994.48 In
to do so.
many respects this was a homecoming
for Māori hockey.
Sadly, for the vast majority of New Zealand’s general hockey community and
even the Māori hockey community,
Māori participation in hockey is generally unknown and forgotten. It is import-
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Sir Āpirana Ngata in 1943, PH-2013-TC-B417-01, Auckland War Memorial Museum.
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